
1.

Set up

Open to Australian residents only. Under 18s need a parent or guardian’s consent. Full T&Cs at lookback.com.au

What’s a four-panel manga?

It’s a complete manga strip told in four boxes, read from 
top to bottom. In Japan it’s called yonkoma, meaning “four 
panels”. In LOOK BACK, it’s where everything starts: a 
young artist’s four-panel strips in the school newspaper.

The four beats

1. Set up. Who’s involved, and what’s happening?
2. Develop. Take it a step further.
3. Turn. The surprise, the twist, the shift.
4. Land IT. The punchline, the payoff, the feeling that stays.

TIPS

How to enter

Draw on the template overleaf or your own (A4 maximum).
BY Instagram (16+): 
Post a photo of your strip to your Instagram feed (crop to 
the corner marks to fit Instagram’s portrait format). Tag 
@palacefilms and include #LookBackMangaChallenge 
in your caption. Your account will need to be public so we 
can see your entry.
BY Post (all ages): 
Palace Films, 1 Blackfriars St, Chippendale NSW 2008. 
Don’t forget to write your name, age, address and phone 
number on the back of your entry.

Entries close 11:59pm AEDT, Wednesday 13 January 2027.

No AI generated art. Every line should be yours.

Sketch a rough outline first. Get the story working   
before you draw it properly.
Keep speech short. Let the pictures do the talking.
Give it a title if you like. It’s optional, but a good one 
can set up the joke or hint at the feeling.
Save something for the final panel. Funny, sad, quiet or 
strange are all welcome. 
Think about what Look Back says about friendship, 
rivalry, loss, and why we keep drawing.

2.

DEVELOP

3.

TURN

4.

LAND



Instagram crop (4:5) · photograph your strip and crop to these corner marks


